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Upcoming Chapter Event

Thursday, March 14 — Our next Dinner Meeting will be held at %
the Traverse City Cambria Suites beginning at 5:30 pm. Our - T
guest speaker will be Chapter member Tom Petzold. The
Cambria Suites is located at 255 Munson Avenue (US-31) in
Traverse City. See the attached flyer for more information.
See you there!

In case you missed it — News from MOAA (Click on the links to open them):

e Millions of Vets Exposed to Toxins Will Be Eligible for VA Health Care on March 5. The
benefit expansion, part of the PACT Act, comes nearly a decade earlier than required by the
legislation. https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-
articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/millions-of-vets-exposed-to-toxins-will-be-eligible-for-va-
health-care-on-march-5/

e Quality of Life ‘Erosion’ Poses Dire Threat to the Force, Lawmakers Say. A bipartisan group of
House members outlined major challenges, including several MOAA priorities, in a letter to the
president. https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-
articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/quality-of-life-erosion-poses-dire-threat-to-the-force,-
lawmakers-say/

o MOAA-Supported Legislation Aims to Improve Military Maternal Health Care. A recent report
shows growing issues with this type of care in the military health system. Ask your legislators to take
action. https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-
articles/advocacy/moaa-supported-legislation-aims-to-improve-military-maternal-health-care/

e Easy Access to Virtual Appointments, Prescription Refills Are Behind Rising Demand for Online VA
Health Care. Telehealth has proven popular with veterans in rural areas, and more vets are taking
advantage of remote counseling sessions. https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-
media/news-articles/2024-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/easy-access-to-virtual-
appointments,-prescription-refills-are-behind-rising-demand-for-online-va-health-care/

e MOAA at 95: A Leader in Military Advocacy. Our association has adapted, but our core mission has
been solid since Feb. 23, 1929. https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-
articles/2024-news-articles/recommended-reads/moaa-at-95-a-leader-in-military-advocacy/

e Scams Cost Veterans, Military Retirees $350 Million in 2023. That’s nearly $60 million more than
the previous year. Those in uniform, and their families, also remained fertile fraud targets.
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-
articles/finance/scams-cost-veterans,-military-retirees-$350-million-in-2023/

e ‘Solutions’ to Address Military Food Insecurity Fall Short. So far, the Basic Needs Allowance is
missing its target. MOAA’s more comprehensive option will help the young families of those who
serve. https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2024-news-
articles/advocacy/solutions-to-address-military-food-insecurity-fall-short/
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FROM THE PRESIDENT — CDR Mark Benjamin, USCG (Ret.)
President, NWMI Chapter of MOAA

Hello everyone! |am very pleased to take my turn as your Chapter
President. | moved up on December 15th after serving as Vice President for
Bob Kutulis and Tom Haase: Here’s hoping they taught me well!!

| must start by thanking both Past Presidents for their support and continued role with Bob
taking on JROTC/ROTC Liaison and Tom moving over to Treasurer; thereby giving Mike Lehnert a
well-deserved break We are very pleased that all Board of Director and Chapter Officer positions
are now filled; however, one of my goals will be the increased involvement of members

in Chapter activities including increased committee responsibilities. Don’t be shy!!

Our new slate of officers has big plans: continue with four dinner meetings per year that will also
include Scholarship night as well as a silent auction aimed at raising scholarship monies. We will
have the usual Mini-golf outing and a real Golf outing followed that day by our annual Chapter
picnic.

Mark your calendars. Our next dinner meeting is Thursday, March 14th at Cambria Suites. The
guest speaker is our own Tom Petzold. He will be discussing Able Archer 83: Stay tuned.

Newsletter Editor Curt Erickson will be representing our Chapter at the Grand Traverse Area
Veterans Coalition. Our continued participation in that organization is valuable outreach and
keeps us abreast of veterans’ issues and needs.

There will soon be an all-female Mid-Michigan Honor Flight. The Honor Flights take deserving
veterans to Washington, D.C. for a tour of all the major war and veteran memorials including the
Vietnam Wall and Arlington National Cemetery. The Board unanimously voted to Send Chapter
member Joy Dean as an escort on the Honor Flight scheduled for Mid-June.

As | mentioned, Bob Kutulis is working on JROTC and ROTC issues. Trouble is that the JR and
ROTC programs are on the Upper Peninsula where some units are up to 6+ hours away. Many
thanks to Chapter member Andy Reichert, who lives in the UP, for his continued support of this
important program.

Mark Benjamin
President, NWMI Chapter, MOAA



2023 Northwestern Michigan Chapter Structure

Board of Directors:

Immediate Past President..... CDR Thomas Haase, USCG (Ret.) ......cccvvveenneee. thaase76@gmail.com
Director (USCG Liaison).......... CAPT Andy Schanno, USCG.........ccccecvveeeeennnnnnn. andrew.g.schanno@uscg.mil
Director ...coveeeeeeeeeeiecrrreeeenn. MajGen Michael Lehnert, USMC (Ret.)............. wontolla4d4@gmail.com
Director ...covveeeeeeeeeieeirvreeennn. Brig Gen Scott Dennis, USAF (Ret.) .....cccueeeunenne sldennisfl6@gmail.com
Chapter Officers:

President ....cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn, CDR Mark Benjamin, USCG (Ret.) ......ccccceuveenee. mebmdl1l@gmail.com

Vice President ......ooceevvvuueenens Col Greg Movsesian, USAF (Ret.) ......cceeeeureenee. gmo50@outlook.com
TreasUrer ..uueeeeeeeeeeeieeereeeeeens CDR Thomas Haase, USCG (Ret.) ....ccovvveennnnnn. thaase76@gmail.com
Secretary ....cooveeeeecieeee e, Tom Bratton, USAF Veteran ....ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeenennnn. thomas.a.bratton@gmail.com
Membership Chair................. LCDR Mike Wildman, USN (Ret.)......ccoeuvereennnnee. wildmike50@gmail.com
Legislative Liaison.................. CDR Andy Clayton, USCG (Ret.) .......cccveevurenee. gaclayton@gmail.com
Programs Officer ................... Col Greg Movsesian, USAF (Ret.) .......cceeeeuveenee. gmo50@outlook.com
Communications/Newsletter CWO4 Curtis Erickson, USCG (Ret.)........ccu........ curtis_erickson@outlook.com
Scholarship Chair................... [D1=] o Y = 1T PR dehaase2002@yahoo.com
Personal Affairs Officer ......... Karen MOVSESIaN ......cveeeeieeeieeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeiens themovsesians@gmail.com
Surviving Spouse Liaison ....... Karen MOVSESIaNn .....ceueeveeeeeeieiiieeieieeeiieeeeiaees themovsesians@gmail.com
Chaplain......cccceeeecveeeicineen, Open

MOAA Membership
LCDR Mike Wildman, USN (Ret.)

It has been a busy first quarter and a
privilege to serve as your new membership
officer. As of this writing, nine fellow-
officers have joined the Chapter in 2024, and
seven more are in process. As our numbers
increase, so does the opportunity to make
new friends and associate with persons of
similar backgrounds. Please alert me to any
prospects by text, phone, or email me at
wildmike50@gmail.com , or text or voice at
231-866-0979. With your help, the Chapter
will surpass 100 members in 2024!

Like nearly everything else, MOAA
membership costs have increased; for 2024
and beyond Premium memberships have
risen 4-6%, and age-based Life memberships
are up 2-3%. If you are considering a
membership upgrade, consider locking in at
current costs before they rise again. Visit
www.MOAA.org/join to compare benefits
and costs.

Chapter dues remain $20 annually ($55 for
three years).

Upcoming Events

Col Greg Movsesian, ANG (Ret.)

NWMI Chapter Vice President and Programs
Chair

Thursday, March 14, 2024: Quarterly dinner
Meeting. Cambria Suites, Traverse City. See
the attached flyer for more information.

Thursday December 12, 2024: Annual
Christmas Gala, Traverse City Golf and
Country Club.

Grand Traverse Area Veterans Coalition
News

We are still collecting Olsen’s Grocery receipts on
behalf of the Veterans Suicide Prevention group
22 2 None. These are turned in, with a
percentage of the receipt amounts being donated
to 22 2 None. Please give your receipts to Mark
Benjamin or Curt Erickson.

Please Update Your Contact Information

Please take a moment to review and update
your contact information on your profile at
MOAA.org . We especially need you to review
and/or add email addresses, as many appear to
be missing or inaccurate. Thank you!




2023 Christmas Gala and Scholarship Awards Dinner Meeting

Our Chapter’s 2023 Scholarship Awards Dinner
was held Friday, December 15, 2023, at the
Traverse City Golf and Country Club. 65
Chapter members and their guests were in
attendance.

The Traverse City Central High School Chamber
Orchestra performed an excellent selection of
holiday music prior to the dinner.
Northwestern Michigan College president,
Nick Nissley, was the evening’s guest speaker.
Mark Benjamin took over the Chapter’s reigns
as he assumed the duties of Chapter President
from Tom Haase.

The highlight of the evening was the
presentation of $7,500 in scholarships. With
your generous support, we proudly assist these
local students in the pursuit of their follow-on
education.

The Returning MOAA Scholar award winner
was Evan Renn. He is a 2020 graduate of
Grayling High School and received a $750
scholarship. He attends the University of
Michigan and intends to follow wup his
psychology degree and hopes of becoming a
licensed psychiatrist. He could not attend the
dinner but has agreed to join us this summer.

The  Community  College/Tech  School
scholarship recipient was Isaiah Emmons. He
attends Elk Rapids High School and the Career
Tech Center and received a $1,000 scholarship.
He plans to start his college career at
Northwestern Michigan College and pursue a
degree in computer science.

Mikayla Mertes is a student at Grayling High
School and was awarded the first of our four
scholarships for college-bound students. She
received a $1,000 scholarship and plans to
pursue a degree in Accounting and Business
Administration, specifically geared toward the
medical field.

Our next scholarship winner was Gavin
Guggemos. He attends Kalkaska High School
and was the Lake Michigan Conference Champ
in cross-country, and was selected Academic
All-State for both track and cross-country.

Gavin received a $1,250 scholarship from our
Chapter and plans to pursue a degree in
Business, and work in wildlife or fisheries
management.

Grace Lewis, a student at Kingsley High School,
received a $1,500 scholarship from the
Chapter. She has won student-of-the-year
awards for English, Physical Education,
Geometry, and Web Design. She is very
engaged in sports: softball, volleyball, and
basketball. She plans to attend either Mid-
Michigan or Central Michigan University and
pursue a degree in Physical Therapy.

Our “Bob Kutulis Scholarship Winner” was
Mallory Lowe, a student at Leland High School.
She was awarded a $2,000 scholarship. She is
the 2024 Class President and has been very
active in sports, including volleyball,
basketball, and soccer. She was selected
Academic All-State in both basketball and
volleyball, and was captain on the volleyball
team, where they were state runner-up. She
plans to attend the University of Michigan,
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing and
become a diabetes educator.

From L to R: Gavin Guggemos, Mallory Lowe, Grace
Lewis, Isaiah Emmons, and Mikayla Mertes. Not
shown: Evan Renn.

Thank you for stepping up to support our chapter and our
goal to provide academic scholarships to deserving local
students. If you know a deserving local student whose
parents or grandparents served honorably in any branch of
Service, please encourage them to apply!




Hello,

| hope you had a great holiday and a wonderful
start to the new year. My name is Mackenzie St.
John, and | was one of your MOAA chapter’s
scholarship winners last year. | am getting ready
to head back to Northern Michigan University for
my 2nd semester in the surgical technician
program!! 1 would like to say a huge thank you as
this scholarship has helped me pay for housing and
textbooks!

| also wanted to let you know | made the dean's
list for the fall semester. This scholarship has
helped me in so many ways. | am loving college
and love it at NMU!!

Thank you,
Mackenzie St. John

[Mackenzie is a 2022 Chapter Scholarship winner]

New Member Biographies: Todd and Julie
Brown

Todd is a retired US Army Aviator (CW4), and
saw service throughout CONUS, Europe, Asia,
and the Middle East. Following his retirement
from the Army he was a test pilot for the
Boeing Company, where he was responsible
for development and production of the AH-64
Apache helicopter. Todd and his wife Julie
reside in the Traverse City area and have five
children and two grandchildren. Heis a car
buff and is currently restoring a 1965 Pontiac
GTO in his workshop.

Julie is truly grateful to have served for almost
10 years in Army Aviation, which saved her
from existing in a cubicle as a chemical
engineer. She served in the XVIIith Airborne
Corps at both Fort Bragg and Fort Campbell.
While at Fort Bragg she deployed to the
Middle East during Desert Shield/Desert
Storm. She met Todd during a tour in South
Korea and resigned her commission as a
Captain in 1997 to join Todd in Arizona. Julie
currently works full-time at Munson Medical
Center as a charge nurse on the adult
medical/surgical floor.

Todd and Julie both enjoy the outdoors, hiking
in the woods, learning about local history, and
enjoy dining at all the fine local restaurants.

Upcoming International Affairs Forum
Events

The Traverse City International Affairs Forum
is hosted by Northwestern Michigan College
and provides us with insights into critical
issues facing the world. The presentations
are both insightful and interesting, and are
given by renowned experts. Here are the
upcoming events:

19 March: “Artificial Intelligence” —
presented by Joshua Meltzer of Brookings
Institution.

17 April: The movie "Relentless,” — the
documentary of the destruction of the Great
Lakes fishery by the Sea Lamprey and how
science brought it back.

18 April: “Freshwater Focus,” with Peter
Annin, author of the “Great Lakes Water
Wars.”

16 May: “Indigenous Sovereignty,”
presented by Mathew Fletcher, Professor of
Law, U of M, and Chief Justice, Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi Indians and the Grand
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa
Indians.

12 June: “Demographic Shifts.” — Jennifer
Sciubba, Political Demographer, Ted Speaker
and author of “8 Billion and Counting: How
Sex, Death and Migration shape our World.”

All events begin with a 6 pm reception at the
Dennos Museum followed by a 7 pm
program at the adjacent Milliken
auditorium. The only exception is the
“Relentless” film. Itis planned to be shown
at the State theater at 6 pm with the
Milliken Auditorium as a backup.

To learn more about IAF, become a member
or subscribe to the newsletter, go to
tciaf.com. Questions? Call 231.995.1844



New Member Biography: Hal and Kelly
LaLonde

Hal and his wife Kelly moved to Traverse City
following his retirement from the US Navy as a
LCDR. Hal took up teaching math and physics
for TCAPS and Kelly earned her MBA and
worked as a CPA for a local firm.

Enlisting in the Navy at 17, Hal was pleasantly
surprised to be assigned to the University of
Michigan. Upon his graduation, he became an
Ensign in the Navy’s Surface Warfare Branch.
This was followed by assignments to the USS
Reeves, USS Moosbrugger, and USS Abraham
Lincoln, staff work in Germany and Korea, and
teaching assignments at Miami of Ohio and for
the Naval Academy.

In 2020 Hal established and endowment at the
University of Michigan and works with a team
of Native Americans to award a commissioned
officer’s sword to a graduating senior in the
NROTC program. Next year this award expands
to include graduates of the Army and Air Force
programs.

VA News — VA Video Connect

VVCis VA’s videoconferencing app designed to
help veterans and their caregivers quickly and
easily meet with VA health care providers
through live video on any computer or mobile
device with an internet connection.

You can get more information on VVC at:
https://news.va.gov/128402/va-video-
connect-convenience-quality-care-align/

Proposed Chapter Board Meetings for
2024

The dates for upcoming chapter board
meetings have been tentatively set for next
year. Board meetings are normally held at the
Traverse City Elks Lodge at noon. The lodge is
located at 625 Bay Street in Traverse City (Bay
Street and US-31/Division Street).

All current chapter members are invited to
attend the board meetings. The upcoming
meeting dates are as follows:

e May9, 2024

e August 8, 2024
e November 7, 2024

Dick Grout Awarded French Legion of
Merit Medal

Chapter friend, Richard (Dick) Grout, a World
War |l veteran and a member of the 112t
Engineer Combat Battalion, was presented
the French Legion of Honor on January 30™.
The medal was presented in Kirkbride Hall in
Traverse City by the Honorable Yannick
Tagand, Consul General of France to the
Midwest. Mr. Grout has attended our
Chapter dinner meetings as a guest of our
director, Mike Lehnert.

The Legion of Honor is the highest French
decoration and one of the most famous in the
world. The Order of the Legion of Honor
rewards people who have carried out actions
of great value, forged by their own merits.

From L to R: Mr. Francois Mouzard, the Honorable
Yannick Tagand, Dick Grout, and Donna Grout
Mouzard (Mr. Grout’s daughter).



Four Chaplains Tribute Dinner

American Legion : ; AN Sunday

Post 35 RS, . —u e WS April 7, 2024
1231 Hastings Street o % 7@ S| Beginningats:00

TraverseCity |t (RS S aalNc s S 2 ) Cost:
(231) 922-2119 = A A |  Donationofs20

amlegion35@gmail.com iV . N : at the door

Join your American Legion
in honoring a story

of sacrifice, selfless service

and leadership

The Story of the Four Chaplains

In the early morning hours, on February 3, 1943, the American troopship USS DORCHESTER was
torpedoed by a German submarine in the North Atlantic. After saving many lives, the Four Chaplains
-- two ministers, a priest, and a rabbi gave their own life jackets to four Gls and went down with the
ship.

With arms linked, symbolic of their common bond, the FOUR CHAPLAINS remained praying on the
deck until it sank into the black waters of everlasting glory.

Rev. George L. Fox - Methodist

Dr. Alexander Goode - Rabbi (Jewish)
Rev. Clark V. Poling - Reformed (Dutch)
Father John P. Washington — Catholic

"#$%&SH ()*$'+%&+',)'-%,'&+%,'&+./'&+%&'%'-%,'(%0'1)2,'+./'(.3$'3)#'+./'3#.$,1/45

RSVP with Everbrite. Open the camera on your smart phone and scan
this QR code.




THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why MOAA chapter membership matters.
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MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM FOR MOAA AND NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN CHAPTER

Name

Rank Branch of Service

O Active [ Retired 0[O Former [ Reserve [ National Guard [ Surviving Spouse

Spouse name

Address

City State Zip

Date of Birth Telephone

Email

(To ensure delivery of MOAA communications, please provide a personal email address)
Are you a member of MOAA? [ Yes [ONo [ Unknown
MOAA Member Number (if known)

Not a MOAA national member yet? Check here to

receive a BASIC Membership at no cost to you. BASIC

Upgrading to PREMIUM membership gives you immediate access to a full spectrum of career
and financial resources, exclusive publications, college scholarships for dependents, and
countless discounts on products and travel.

Visit moaa.orgl/join to learn more.

How did you hear about MOAA Chapter involvement?

Are you a member of any other MOAA Chapter(s)? O Yes [ No

If yes, which one(s)?

To complete enroliment:

¢  Fill in this form and email it to wildmike50@gmail.com . Do not include credit card
information. Or,
*  Mail it with a check made out to NWMI Chapter MOAA, and mail it to:

Mike Wildman, 702 Ahgosa Trl, Traverse City, Ml 49686.

Chapter Membership
and dues information

Get to know and enjoy the
company of fellow officers
in northern Michigan.

As members, we engage
socially; award
scholarships to deserving
students; maintain a
strong civic presence;
and support legislation to
preserve and enhance
the benefits for active,
veteran, and retired
members of the armed
forces of the United
States of America.

Chapter eligibility is
limited to MOAA
members who have paid
their chapter dues.

Chapter dues are $20 per
year, or $55 for three
years, and are payable on
January 1 of the year
after your membership
has expired.

“Never Stop Serving”

You will be opted in to receive e-communications from MOAA and your local chapter. You will be
able to opt out of any further e-communications at any time. MOAA will not sell or share your

personal information. Revision 20240110
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MOAA Northwestern Michigan Chapter
March Dinner Meeting

Thursday March 14, 2024
Cambria Suites Traverse City
255 Munson Avenue US-31 Traverse City
5:30 PM

Guest speaker. NW MI Chapter Member Tom Petzold, Maj, USAF, Ret.
"#$%&(") "+ ',-"/0 "*+10 '0™23%-+45*45 '$16789": ',1; '<"3 '=$//+; '>07?

Price $50.00 per person. Choose from the following menu:

1. GREATLAKES FOUR
*Smoked whitefish cake, dusted perch, sauteed walleye and fried smelt with multi-
grain pilaf and roasted Brussel sprouts.

2. CHICKEN AND ARTICHOKEMANICOTTI
*Pasta topped with ricotta, spicy Pomodoro sauce and mozzarella.

3. PROSCIUTTOWRAPPEDPORK CHOP
*Glazed with cherry BBQ sauce.

Member Meal selection (circle) 1 2 3
Guest(s) Meal selection (circle) 1 2 3
Member and Guest(s) Amount Due for dinner $
Membership Renewal ($20/yr., $55/3 yr.) $
Scholarship Donation: $

Total Amount Due: $

Reservations to: Karen Movsesian, 8079 Aarwood Trail NW, Rapid City Ml 49676
Email: themovsesians@gmail.comor call/text 313-318-4703
Negative replies requested .

Advance payment is preferred, but you can pay at the door.
Make check payable to NW MI Chapter MOAA.

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NLT SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2024




